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think it beneath their dignity to fight each other or any-
body else who offended them. The Lord Chancellor
(Clare), the Lord Chief Justice, the Master of the Rolls,
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Judge of the County
of Dublin, and many others all engaged in "affairs of
honour." As for the Provost of Trinity College, he
appeared eager to fight anybody who would fight him.
The duels between the students of Trinity, in which some
were killed and others maimed for life, were a frequent
occurrence. Shooting at marks was a favourite pastime
in the College park, and the art of fencing was taught by
a master engaged by the Provost, though the use of the
sword was forbidden by the College statutes. Differences
of religion were a potent cause. A Privy Councillor
fought a distiller merely because he was a "Papist," and
a Bong's Counsel contended with the secretary of a Roman
Catholic society for the same reason. Even the Viceroy's
secretaries occasionally became embroiled. Phoenix Park
was a favourite spot for these combats and many people
were killed or seriously wounded during the year. The
lower classes followed the example of their "betters"
in this respect: street fights were incessant by day and
night, when passing barristers, 'merchants, shopkeepers,
students at Trinity College, even the Fellows, all rushed
rapturously into the fray, rendering streets, quays and
bridges impassable to the peaceful citizens. The students
of Trinity College were always in the thick of every tumult.
They were much addicted to playing practical jokes on the
city, such as putting gunpowder squibs in all the street
lamps, timed to explode simultaneously, thereby smashing
the lamps, leaving the streets and roads in darkness and
terrifying the people. Their superiors were generally
fighting their own battles and could spare little time to
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